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other causes, the Indian nation has been unable to with-
stand the international competition. The rise or fall of a
nation is brought about by the people themselves, and no
other force is responsible for a nation's downfall. Rome
was not brought to its destruction by the northern bar-
barians, but by the Romans themselves. Therefore I
always give advice to my most beloved Indian friends to
cease from their aversion to England, and to recognize then-
own weak points and to cultivate the knowledge and morality
that corresponded to the present world requirements." 1
These words are profoundly true. The complications of
our social problems disturb the very basis of our national
life. As we come into closer grips with the political realities,
we begin to realize that the gravest danger ahead lies in
communal antagonism, which has appeared in malignant
forms. The most ominous feature of the Constitution is
the perpetuation of the system of communal electorates.
So long as this wholly undemocratic element in Indian
franchise persists, so long there can be no hope of the
unification of the country. It was this element which was
primarily responsible for the lack of unity among British
Indian representatives at the Round Table Conferences and
exposed them to humiliations. We have therefore no right
to complain if the framers of the Constitution have taken
advantage of our communal dissensions; nor can we
justifiably accuse them of not trusting us, because mistrust
and suspicion dominate our own relations with the various
communities.
Let there be now a determined and persistent effort to
root out this ugly feature from our social life. The very
nature of this communal antagonism fosters political dis-
sensions. That is why during the first outburst of the non-
co-operation movement led by Gandhi, Tagore enjoined
Ms countrymen to set their houses in order. To him the
agitation was " only another form of begging/' "Do not
mind the waves of the sea," he said, " but mind the leaks
in your vessel."
1 See " Journal of the Indo-Japanese Association/' July, 1910.

